During already quite a number of years a large amount of work has been carried out on the investigations of selfscanned solid state irnaging devices. The function of all imaging devices can be divided into three distinct parts : 1) the conversion of the space divided information present in the optical inage in the form of quanta into a charge pattern 2) the integration and storage of the charges generated by the quanta al.oorbed in the picture elements, 3) the conversion of the information present in the picture elements as a space divided charge pattern into a time sequential video signal at the output. In self scanned imagers the three mentioned functions are combined in one device. Another important reason was the discovery of the charge transfer principle which permitted a new approach to solid state imagers promising a better signal to noise ratio than attainable with XY scanning.
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